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"If you don’t ask, you don’t get."

- Mahatma Gandhi
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"Information meant any material in some form including records and
documents. An unprecipitated indefinite and abstract thing or observation

or a probability cannot be classified as information".
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The Special Branch, CID

The Criminal Branch, CID

The District Special Branch of all Districts
The District & Crime Record Bureau

The Police Telecommunication Unit

The Confidential Branch

The State Regional Forest Service

The State and District Finger Print Bureau
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No-F-10/2/2008-IR

Government of India
Ministry of Personnel, PG and Pensions
Department of Personnel & Training

*hdkk

North Block, New Delhi
Dated September 24, 2010

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: RTI applications received by a public authority regarding information
concerning other public authority/authorities
Tkkdk

The undersigned is directed to refer to this Departments's OM of even number
dated 12th June, 2008 on the above noted subject, clause(iii) of para 3 of which
provides that if a person makes an application to the public authority for
information, a part of which is available with that public authority and the rest of
the information is scattered with more than one other public authorities, the Public
Information Officer (P1O) of the public authority receiving the application should
give information relating to it and advise the applicant to make separate
applications to the concerned public authorities for obtaining information from
them. It further provides that if no part of the information is available with the
public authority receiving the application but scattered with more than one other
public authorities, the PIO should inform the applicant that information is not
available with the public authority and that the applicant should make separate
application to the concerned public authorities for obtaining information from
them.

2. The matter has been examined in consultaion with the Chief Information
Commissioner, Central Information Commission and it has been decided to advise
the PIOs that if the details of public authorities who may have this information
sought by the applicant are available with the PIO, such details may also be
provided to the applicant.

3. Contents of the OM may be brought to the notice of all concerned.

(Sd/-)
(K.G.Verma)
Director
Tel.23092158
All the Minister/Departments of the Government of India
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No.1/7/2009-IR

Government of India
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
Department of Personnel & Training
North Block, New Delhi
Dated, the 1st June, 2009
OFFICE MEMORANDUM
Subject: Decision dated 3.4.2008 of the High Court of Bombay at Goa
in  Writ Petition No.419 of 2007 in the case of Dr. Celsa Pinto
Vs Goa State Information Commission regarding information
under the Right to Information Act, 2005.
kdkfkkd

The undersigned is directed to say that the High Court of Bombay at Goa in
the above referred case has held on 3.4.2008 that the term “information” as defined
in the Right to Information Act does not include answers to the questions like ‘why’.
The relevant part of the judgement is reproduced below:

“The definition of information cannot include within its fold answers to the
question “why” which would be same thing as asking the reason for a justification for a
particular thing. The public information authorities cannot expect to communicate to
the citizen the reason why a certain thing was done or not done in the sense of
justification because the citizen makes a requisition about information. Justifications
are matter within the domain of adjudicating authorities and cannot properly be
classified as information”.

2. This may be brought to the notice of all concerned.
Sd/-
(K. G. Verma)
Director
Tel: 23092158
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The assistant Public Information Officer has no right to provide the information to
the appellant. (A.P. No. 1081(5)/2008/SIC)

02121Q] af)lald900 @RSWHOMOAM all.ag). 8.0 H6 MIBCBUTILN0

The fee towards cost of providing the information shall be remitted in the manner in
which it is sought to be remitted by the Public Information Officer.(AP
No0.1036(2)2008/SIC)

@RBal&HH003 mlRmual®] @eemiatlajolecwesns
The Public Information Officer has no right to investigate or conduct an enquiry as
to the identity of the person. (CP. No. 272(4)/2008/SIC)
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the name of the person should invariably be given beneath his signature. Also, the
request could be made only by a single person and not by two persons (CP
No0.1270(1)/2009/SIC)

anleaVIS) &)S1QW @RGEAIGHEHS MWA(aloNILl|N)SS)

the request could not be considered for want of sufficient application fee. (CP
No.1300(1)/2009/SIC)

8000306 calenEl 26020308 @REAIEHU quadafleemoalle)

A personal right could not be delegated to a power of attorney holder.
(AP.No.237(4)/2008/SIC)

8901 8o6M MSalsle Slod nsealsomoadley

The Commission cannot enter into the administrative matters of the Public
Authority. The executive has the freedom to decide an administrative matter
according to its administrative convenience. (A.P. No. 268(5)/2008/SIC)

aflaiee 62910clW@3 0)alowle)sSs®IWIdleaemo

Information is an item of information. And the statute contemplates reference to
single item of information because the words used are singular as "any form and
any material (AP.N0.239/2007/SIC)

21568B8)6S QIJ06U oMo MWAEWIOM alclwlwled aie)amig

seeking certain clarifications/interpretations etc., of the Rules. This would not come
under the purview of the RTI Act. (AP.No.102/2007/SIC)

30 Glalvo ag)m Maaldlwl a¥lal dlaimve udeqlesoem)

The RTI Act does not make any allowance for holidays. (Complaint No
261/2006/SIC)
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As per the Fee & Cost Rules notified by the State Government, BPL certificate
issued by the Block Development Officer (BDO) concerned for persons residing in
rural areas and Secretary of the Municipality/Corporation concerned for those
residing in Municipal/Corporation areas only was acceptable for claiming
exemption from payment of fee & cost under the RTI Act. (CP No.748(1)/2009/S1C)

aldB@a] MIB:HI6a]S)ET] MEBHEMo

Right to Information means right to authenticated information. Section 2(j)(ii)
makes it clear that the informant is entitled for certified copies, In other words,
authenticated copies. (AP.N0.222/2007/SIC)

820070 MSaISI(HRAOE™ GaloBjo Halgomoailel

The RTI Act does not provide for evaluation of adequacy of administrative actions
taken by public authorities. (AP No0.1041(2)2008/SIC)
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there is no provision for seeking more time for disposal of a request under the RTI
Act (CP No.1178(1)/2009/SIC)

UMBE@OI®I@3 Aflalo68BU8 GRHAUUD\Ea]SIOD

Public authorities were not provided with extra staff for manning RTI requests.
When the information sought had to be culled out from old and voluminous records,
the public authority could have very well asked the Requester to peruse the records
and take down notes/obtain copy of documents after remitting the requisite cost, as
per Section 7(9) of the RTI Act. (CP No.613(1)/2009/SIC)
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"there was continuous correspondence between the PIO, Industries
Department and the requestor about the development of the enquiry and, the final
reply was furnished on 2.5.2007. This practice is not contemplated under the Act.
Information as available at the point of time of the request alone need to have been
given. "( AP.No.104/2007/SIC)

@RBAIHUBHOMY BalClaloOm @RGalHH aldlnemlesomoallal.

The request made by the Secretary of an association without mentioning his name
cannot be considered as an application made by a citizen ( A.P. No.
606(5)/2007/SIC)
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cweuGla] M@icHmezole. aeyeo® allueasd medslwoed aol ¢ (CP
No0.452/2007/SIC)
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(CP.632(2)/2008/SIC)
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citizen is not expected to understand the official hierarchy of Assistant Public
Information Officers, PIOs and Appellate Authorities. It is for the departmental officers
to guide them (AP.No.132/2007/SIC)
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" There is no scope for change of requirement and thrusting in additional information in
the appeal and that is outside the scope of the appeal. An appeal is only a continuation of
the original proceedings and not the beginning of a new one. " (AP.No.15/2007/SIC)

21UME600)0S MUIE Alli®o M@3HHemo.

"property statement of employee of a Public Office is not a personal
information of the employee. Employees of a Public Authority are public servants
and the property statements of a public servant cannot be deemed as a personal
information so long as the employee is in the service of the Public Authority. "(
AP.No.15/2007/SIC)
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Bandeaaum 6oanlmudes midgoaoaley. (2386/SIC/2006 22/11/2006)
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"The simple differentiation between exemption of fee under the RTI Act for persons
claiming BPL status was that for information under the RTI Act and for information that
emanates as a result of the RTI Act, no fee, is to be realised. But if a departmental statute
prescribes certain fee for providing information like the copy of the document from the Sub
Registrar Office or copy of the BTR register efc., that departmental fee will have to be
remitted by the appellant. He could not claim exemption on that ground"
.(AP.N0.600(4)/2008/SIC)
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Statutory Warning

The materials given in this write up is merely for information and must not to be taken as having
authority of or binding in any way on the authorities. Every effort has been made to avoid errors or
omissions in this writeup. In spite of this, errors may creep in. Any mistake, error or discrepancy noted
may kindly be brought to my notice . It is notified that I will not be responsible for any damage or loss of
action to any one, of any kind, in any manner, therefrom. It is suggested that to avoid any doubt the reader
should cross-check the relevant materials of the publication with original Government publication of
notification




